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be easily coordinated to strike mul-
tiple places simultaneously or in
stages, without exposing the ter-
rorist.

SUPER GARBAGE CANS

To reduce the threat to public safety
and facility security created by ordi-
nary trash receptacles, bomb-resistant
garbage cans now are being deployed
from coast to coast. Designed to look
and function like the ordinary trash
cans found at malls, airports, and sta-
diums, these garbage cans were de-
signed to eliminate all horizontal frag-
mentation resulting from the detonation
of an explosive device from within.
To deliver the level of force protec-
tion required to mitigate the effects
from a terrorist’s bomb, the refer-
enced bomb receptacles integrate sev-
eral different types of steel, a special
absorption material, and a special re-
silience material.

The U.S. Department of Home-
land Security has not yet created a
formal testing standard for this new
antiterrorism technology, therefore,
agencies and corporations that are
considering bomb resistant trash cans
for their faciliies must exercise good
Jjudgment when purchasing this tech-
nology. In order to regain and main-
tain an edge over the terrorist, pur-
chasing entities should not publicize
in a solicitation, or request for a quote,
the amount of explosives their re-
ceptacles are required to withstand
during an explosion. Doing so will
enable the terrorist to possibly defeat
the technology by simply using a larger
bomb. The future deployment loca-
tons of this antiterrorism technol-
ogy should not be publicized either,
since doing so could result in the ter-
rorist planning a more significant at-
tack, such as a car bomb.

It is equally important for all cus-
tomers to know what they are pur-
chasing. Understanding how a bomb-
resistant receptacle was tested to
ensure its reliability during an actual
terrorist attack is vital for public safety
and facility security. Since it cannot

This is a close-up post-detonation
photo, from a side wall test, using C4
explosives.

be controlled where within a trash
receptacle an TED will be placed—
bottom center, side wall weld seam,
side wall opposite weld seam, and
midpoint center—detonation tests
should all be conducted to determine
the actual amount of explosives a par-
ticular receptacle can withstand.

PASSING THE TEST
During testing, it is essential to an-
chor all bomb-resistant receptacles
to a steel and concrete slab in order
to create a real deployment scenario.
Tests conducted on a dirt surface are
misleading because the majority of
the blast energy will be absorbed by
the ground instead of the recepta-
cle. Testing bomb receptacles under
parameters equivalent to how they
will actually be deployed will increase
their reliability during an actual at-
tack. It is important also to under-
stand that during an actual terrorist
attack the trash receptacle could tip,
roll, and gain a tremendous amount
of momentum, endangering anybody
in its path.

Betore purchasing bomb-resistant
waste receptacles, it is important Lo
obtain an official report that con-
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firms how the product was tested and
ensures that an accurate explosives
containment rating was obtained.
The document should originate from
a recognized United States testing
facility and should include the type
of explosives used, how the explo-
sives were packed, what the explo-
sives were packed inside of, and must
confirm that an equal explosives
charge was used for every test. For
detailed information about bomb-
resistant trash receptacles, or to watch
pre-recorded product testing videos
taken from the Energetic Materials
Research and Testing Center, visit
www.bombreceptacles.com.

If there is one point that can never
be overemphasized, it is the value of
being prepared. During a terrorist
attack involving an explosive device
itis essential to leave the crime scene
immediately, moving to an open space
or protected area. Do not form or

join a crowd because there may be

additional explosive charges around.
Avoid tall buildings, glass windows,
vehicles, and additional garbage cans.
Once you have reached a secured
area, call the police if they have not
vet arrived. If there are already po-
lice at the scene, follow their in-
structions so they can secure the area
and do their job effectively.

After a terror incident involving
an IED, it is also important to re-
main clear of the crime scene. Don't
be fooled if there hasn’t been a sec-
ondary explosion for a short period
of time and the area is occupied by
police, fire, and rescue workers. There
could still be additional bombs just
a short distance away. If possible,
move all vehicles out of the area to
make way for fire and rescue vehi-
cles. Remain aware of your sur-
roundings and be certain to report
any suspicious activities, objects, in-
dividuals, or vehicles you remember
seeing before, during, or after the
incident. PW
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